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spreading center or transform fault. On -land, divergéflt boundaries are
commonly diffuse zones (see interpretive map to the left); therefore, most are
not shown. The only transform faults shown on land are those separating

named plates

«—2 _  Plate motion—Data from Rice University Global Tectonics Group. Length of

arrow is proportional to plate velocity, shown in millimeters per year. These
approximate rates and directions are calculated from angular velocities with
respect to hotspots, assumed to be relatively fixed in the mantle (see plate
motion calculator at http://tectonics. rice.edu/hs3.html )

Plate convergence—More accurately known than "absolute" plate motion
(above), convergence data are shown by arrows of uniform length showing
direction and speed, in millimeters per year, relative to the plate across the
boundary. Data from Charles DeMets (University of Wisconsin at Madison,
written commun., 2003) and Bird (2003)
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